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I Spent a Week Talking About Travel
Writing’s Future and Every Editor Said
the Same Thing

This Is the key to successful travel writing in the age of Al.

Hello, travel writers,

[ (Nina) just returned from Travel Classics in Ticino, Switzerland, where I met quite a
few Be A Travel Writer students and newsletter subscribers in real life for the first
time! This conference is so different from all the other travel conferences I attend in
that editors and writers spend so much 1:1 time together. Maren Rudolph has been
hosting the boutique conference for over 30 years, and I'm always impressed by the
way she manages to weave in experiencing the destination while running such a full
schedule of editor-led panels and writer pitch meetings. Plus, there are always a few
interesting opportunities to learn about other travel destinations as well, often over a
great meal. Travel Classics happens twice a year, and the next one is in Santa Fe in
November. It’s full, but there is a waitlist. You can find details here.

My panel, with editors from National Geographic, Outside, and Westways, was titled
"The Evolution of Travel Writing: Where It's Going and Where It Needs to Go,” and I
wanted to briefly talk about one theme that came up A LOT (and was also touched
upon in other panels and in Nat Geo EIC Nathan Lump’s keynote speech). As Al
summaries replace publishers at the top of Google search results and Al-written
roundups appear more and more frequently across the internet, the key to staying
relevant is actually quite simple: it’s being yourself.

More than ever, editors are looking for human-led stories where the narrative is driven
by personal experience. That being said, before inserting yourself into a story, it’s also
more important than ever to understand (and make clear in your pitch) what makes
you the right person to tell the story. What unique point of view do you bring?

Now, does that mean desk reporting is dead? Not entirely, but simple internet research
will no longer cut it. Interviewing local experts makes a huge difference. TL;DR: Travel
writers today need to work harder to stand out and build trust with the reader. One
organic way to do this is by finding your beat and creating a personal brand around a
niche (which happens to be the topic of Be A Travel Writer class No. 1)!

Find a selection of this week’s opportunities below, and don’t forget you can subscribe
to our job board for WAY more jobs each week, including calls for pitches, full-time,
part-time, and copywriting roles, updated daily, for just $4/month or $40/year.
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Need more advice or want to brush up on some skills? Check out our classesand
remember our students are always welcome to reach out with questions
at hello@beatravelwriter.com.

Calls for Pitches

The Observer: Observer is expanding its freelance features roster. It’s looking for
sharp, original voices who can take a story apart and put it back together in a way that
readers can’t ignore. See more.

Big Think: Is always looking for original feature pitches about transformative trends,
scientific breakthroughs, and emerging ideas that challenge conventional wisdom,
including interviews with high-profile scientists, entrepreneurs, authors, and
thinkers. See more.

USA Today: Is looking for pitches on pets and grocery coverage, along with other
emerging verticals. See more.

Women's Health: The beauty team at Women's Health is looking for freelance pitches
at the intersection of skin health, beauty, and wellness, specifically ideas from
ambitious reporters who want to dig into the science behind what we put on (and in)
our bodies. See more.

GetYourGuide: Is growing its freelance writing pool for The Explorer. It’s looking for
writers around the world who can bring sharp ideas, strong reporting, and a clear
point of view. See more.

Full-Time Job Openings

The Kitchn: The Kitchn is seeking an enthusiastic, creative, and experienced Culinary
Producer that will bring our recipes to life and make them shine. As Culinary Producer,
this role will pitch, develop, style, and shoot recipes working closely with the Editorial,
Audience Growth and Studio teams. See more.

Science News: Science News Media Group seeks an experienced and creative editor to
manage longform journalism for our award-winning publication. The role includes
working with colleagues across the newsroom to set a long-range strategy for the
feature well, including thinking strategically about covers, innovating on formats and
prioritizing the digital expression of print-first content. See more.

Design Hotels: Is hiring a Managing Editor who plays a key role in maintaining and
evolving the brand voice of Design Hotels through high-quality writing, editing, and
storytelling. See more.

CNN: CNN Weather is seeking an experienced, digital-first editor to lead and shape its
features coverage, where science meets awe and explanation meets lived

experience. See more.

Allure: Allure is seeking a dynamic and highly organized Senior News Editor to shape
and drive the brand’s daily coverage across beauty, wellness, and culture. This role is
ideal for an editor with sharp instincts, strong opinions, and a passion for internet
trends and pop culture, who thrives in a fast-paced digital environment. See more.
One Story We Love

Proof I'm taking my own advice: I didn’t particularly want to write about being
pregnant, but after experiencing a women’s retreat a few weeks ago, | knew that was
the way [ needed to tell this story. (And honestly, it’s a little bit funny having a celebrity
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unknowingly hard-launch your pregnancy on Instagram, but we will take a link in
Sutton Foster’s bio any day!)

One Place We Love

Keeping with the Travel Classics theme this week, [ had to highlight Ticino. It's known
as Switzerland’s sunniest canton, but we kicked off the conference in the rain. When
the sun came out, it was pure magic (see: tulips glistening at Ciani Park). If you know
me, you know how much I love Italy, but this was my first time in Italian Switzerland.
We stayed at the historic Hotel Splendide Royal Lugano, and [ was lucky to have a huge
balcony looking directly out over Lake Lugano. I loved touring the lake by boat (bonus:
unlimited rides are included with a Swiss Travel Pass) and you can stop off in
charming little villages like Gandria and sample the local cuisine in traditional grottos.
See you in class,

Stacey & Nina

Every headline satisfies an opinion. Except ours.

Remember when the news was about what happened, not how to feel about it? 1440's Daily
Digest is bringing that back. Every morning, they sift through 100+ sources to deliver a concise,
unbiased briefing — no pundits, no paywalls, no politics. Just the facts, all in five minutes. For
free.

Read the newsletter trusted by 4.5 million fact-seekers.



https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/v1/c/hOtNWYo2p1SMjI7FfD9V6GgHM0lmfPHgknnwFt42xhj2btyGdypjRQoCscm1%0AqlbEOiPuEZ3XrbQe3i0cxbhf5pqbQ%2F5Lv6gXSY5qna8RnksW85rGsj6r3Dhr%0AmZ0dkoySsV5x2S98pz4ttnnolpNusfy8xnlhLEbK3WRUDYVYSgjK5LBvBo6n%0A6OoRU%2FCkMCxx5w0jDizI7uU5NUDun8S4JQ%3D%3D%0A/0d59357f5c647dd0
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/v1/c/mVktrsemFHWhXEwMwcvNkEsMJ5kqTPbzIuwflKHur99IPQPn%2BYTDCEKvJmtg%0Ai4xa6k%2BExZd3%2FkVR%2FVAIiUwJkrdFu%2FFzFfLz9csdv1oFQOEI9sbxeHP4c60N%0AjyAxcI%2BdLEa1jIpXnOY45ueJaI0LuzO15Ce5TC%2BgFanpyOBujXR8qr4HeJBn%0AlIzZfeyOt0qtTYsmdsa9bD%2FWBssvqkoiSA%3D%3D%0A/0e8ad34f40a55d2e
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/v1/c/oal9yqJG%2FLEL%2F2eylFrntwwZVPrf6H%2Fk7iFBBCH1S07pe%2BTT0cNZqH%2B7Awgh%0AxOcVcIYDng5B5j%2Fx9hbGDFkjx1CQyqDUNMYQYnz3kXPYfnBZf5lUX%2FIt0DS%2F%0A0mRu3YfQK8WK8eCO1WPQgt%2FqdC0CacTXs3O%2F9Q8wB8OMmGiHprYa%2BzRNuohR%0A0yHMR9MvUIwHpaaEcxJneITJstqeFVwV3g%3D%3D%0A/0836c82fddd3d4eb
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/v1/c/EUNv2l5%2B40qbbIuUbk6LIaU56UHStef3ckVnspUaBX9nFexlDeT2tFRa9inC%0AX5AxrAqAh6zZ%2FcxeL340G8YBD4m8k9Zs58KbmBBVI8JBlTjdI62PV7Lz8YqV%0AiXdDVh8ayTaTkXYI6o2tqSdtqLrSpc5k0a7hIHhC1POSa5xc20tv0Hmp3JW%2F%0Amg%2FGuln9UvgMoIUmGL8wirIAcT8qPJkLWw%3D%3D%0A/fa5995067d656602
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/v1/c/9D9FqSokXljBWvHtwM%2BXO1DNwjEZ6fgyXUhlBaa1L1tSP2XskjvIENXUgilj%0AvVmyfXGDhqdQXeZFuCLtE8aDc7z7YErO9XY2eVlcVFa9TFbHtzqwQZjl0Idr%0ASZvGCT08Po9OQBpGuOu%2BSDx8%2BS2uHkMOrNcSXciqC%2FYhmszpfMkJILS0xaTG%0A4t2AQ%2BpZGAOap0jplS7SA9e61Gv8GeJXyQ%3D%3D%0A/e0bff0cb9b1321fa
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/v1/c/xA4%2BJMxBUybn6MyyBPzLmtM2wEpiwCQO%2BgQ%2BApU%2F4lZaK%2BE21i9LAXCB5OcY%0AXJwVZVXEuIio4qa78Pv%2BgV4F1o0N%2B5Q%2BXJ8UUs08975P7xpSc7qYKINeAEgR%0A0sMgUM1cUutnFmfJmSH%2FqHcONP1Y8gPTTPqM0jw0gO8StaN%2FTJxMhjX6oCSJ%0AmR8tKxhB7n3ZQ5NHiCBcwJcEExUM6L3Axw%3D%3D%0A/69501fc63dc53881
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/v1/c/LmIautYlw3NYOSqp6rjdm4a72CFosaQ%2BZ6PVE7TiF29epY9DO9OEBFQv0uOG%0ABdyFoPys3fPBdBuK6AhazRUgniWgnki3hnDO4qCCJPJtr5NkudK5Ua4XQI3%2F%0A1WIxRuEiTr37MyuQVvZXELHMboHjaw3Z0Ne5DbhL%2F6I83RKx2620kTHaj%2F%2BB%0A%2FiTV%2FYbZ2h68zrW93pPw2oNjWEjltizHErfdrItBixnZq49iQ7BU44Iz6yaJ%0AetLoXx7JpW4xj8cUIiWR%2F0lkajhp5HldVK7x5w4GOCrjtuoiYxWHHy1nuz6e%0AuSmuoNhSZ43XKTI6tx5ircDWd9Rk7T61NiV9rZ74ng%3D%3D%0A/270462cf0d4394f2
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/v1/c/LmIautYlw3NYOSqp6rjdm4a72CFosaQ%2BZ6PVE7TiF29epY9DO9OEBFQv0uOG%0ABdyFoPys3fPBdBuK6AhazRUgniWgnki3hnDO4qCCJPJtr5NkudK5Ua4XQI3%2F%0A1WIxRuEiTr37MyuQVvZXELHMboHjaw3Z0Ne5DbhL%2F6I83RKx2620kTHaj%2F%2BB%0A%2FiTV%2FYbZ2h68zrW93pPw2oNjWEjltizHErfdrItBixnZq49iQ7BU44Iz6yaJ%0AetLoXx7JpW4xj8cUIiWR%2F0lkajhp5HldVK7x5w4GOCrjtuoiYxWHHy1nuz6e%0AuSmuoNhSZ43XKTI6tx5ircDWd9Rk7T61NiV9rZ74ng%3D%3D%0A/270462cf0d4394f2
https://link.mail.beehiiv.com/v1/c/WeyScIuqKqt0bis%2FAr7tPm7GdpBrzS71w4Z7mgEMCdRUMP2uLz7gim0kjSjG%0A6Q7bNX6EBHHEfYUiPMxCrovP0fj%2FeDamvnQCfFJyJWeNPUWHoBVhXcU04gK6%0AP3DhfzC4jRq38YKThlVeyCfPxGZArX2sxSL1ZyIIkLJVV61pLbFikj2%2BiW0W%0AMTnJucfh2CES7C3Ikeoh9MDgEVBIS6TSt09pcCVt4Ci7hMBWhgRqAy9lgb3T%0AIjhWJTtmqwc1h7hpvE4ZyEaMR6Yod9LppyX%2BPMdAzBiDl44KtYseYtFHZvlG%0A%2FfM2jHRVhdsgo7RYmqjO%2BTNgNoWYOkRi5BEGMIm5cw%3D%3D%0A/25f82a0f2625d070

